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Congress Acting on 


The "Electronics Privacy Act of 1985" 
(HR-3378) was introduced into Congress by 
Robert W. Kastenmeier (Democrat-Wisconsin) 
on September 19, 1985. The bill was co-spon- 
sored by Carlos J. Moorehead (R-California.) 
It is something that all radio amateurs should 
be aware of since it has far potentially far 
reaching ramifications. Kastenmeier is chair- 


man of the House Subcommittee on Courts, 


Civil liberties and the Administration of Jus- 
tice. Moorehead is ranking minority member 
of the Subcommittee. 


A companion Senate bill with the same 
name and similiar wording is S-1667 by Sena- 
tor Patrick Leahy (D-VT) and Charles Mathias 
(R-MD.) 


The bill has three main purposes. The 
largest portion of the bill has to do with 
under what circumstances law enforcement 
authorities can be authorized to use wire tap 
type devices... gadgets that record telephone 
numbers dialed... tracking devices and the 
like. 


The second major area of the bill has to 
do with changing the existing wire tap laws 
to expand their coverage to any type of com- 
munication. Present day wire tap laws do not 
cover the sophisticated electronic systems of 
today. 


The third portion of the bill has a 
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Radio Privacy Issue 


section called "exceptions with respect to 
electronic communication." It sets out speci- 
fie situations in which under the new law it 
will be legal to listen to radio communica- 
tions. 


These exceptions are: 

(1.) - Electronic communications made though 
a system designed so that the communications 
are readily accessible to the public. (This is 
not further defined. Actually it seems to us 
that all radio communications are readily 
accessible to the public.) 

(2.) - Intereeption of any communication 
which is transmitted for the use of the gene- 
ral public which relates to ships, aircraft, 
vehicles or persons in distress. 

(3.) - Communications by walkie talkie (which 
is strangely also not further defined.) 

(4.) - Police or fire communication systems. 
(5.) - Amateur radio or CB radio... but not 
including GMRS - the old Class 'A' CB, Gen- 
eral Radio Mobile Service. 


The bill has two proponents... two 
groups that have gotten together to urge its 
passage. They are the EMA, Electronic Mail 
Association.. the providers of all electronic 
mail systems who are concerned about hackers 
and computer hobbyists who might obtain pri- 
vate electronic messages and the Cellular 
Telecommunications Industry Association, a 
powerful and well connected trade group for 
the ear telephone industry. 
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CTIA is pushing this bill because the 


cellular industry is very, very concerned 
about the privacy issue. They are also con- 
cerned about their pocketbooks! Almost all 


cellular phone calls are in the open. They can 
be received on scanners and radio receivers. 
Cellular phone calls are even being received 
on video eassette recorders with tuners that 
cover the appropriate frequencies and older 
model TV sets that have variable tuning. This 
is because the bands that cellular telephones 
operate in used to be UHF-TV channels 70 
through 83. 


The cellular industry is freaking out 
about this! The technology is now in 80 cities 
and growing fast. It is extrememly expensive 
to get into the cellular business and it is, at 
present, far from profitable. The start up cost 
is in the millions of dollars! 


The cellular industry is very frightened 
that the word will get out that you can hear 
cellular calls because they are radio and that 
the public will not want cellular car phones. 
While scrambling is an alternative, cellular 
providers would prefer to change the law to 


that they can show that the calls are indeed 
private. The same people are behind this bill 
that were behind the California/Rosenthal 
version. The president of PacTel Mobile Com- 
panies is a director of CTIA. Thanks mostly 
to amateur radio operators, the California bill 
was greatly watered down. 


CTIA does not want to sustain another 
defeat in Congress as they did in California. 
This bill will make it illegal to pick up any 
radio communication that does not fall within 
the above listed excepted categories. 


There are a lot of questions that are 
being raised by the bill. Even Air Force One 
is not scrambled and readily accessible to the 
public. Will it become illegal to own a scan- 
ner or listen to certain short wave radio 
other than broadeast? What about beacon sta- 
tions... press stations... military communica- 
tions, etc. Short wave listening is a legitimate 
hobby... or it least it was. 


How will this be enforced? There is 
general agreement that manufacturers can not 
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be prevented from making general coverage 
receivers. It will be illegal to use them, how- 
ever. It is very apparent that the bills spon- 
sors and their associations know less than 
zero about radio... and human nature. 


The problem for amateur radio opera- 
tors is that there is a new amateur band, 902- 
928 MHz that is adjacent to cellular frequen- 
cies. You mustn't stray from your authorized 
band! 


Furthermore, the bill's proponents want 
to make listening to amateur autopatch tele- 
phone calls illegal unless you are one of the 
participants. Can you believe that! Amateurs 
will be required to turn their radio off if an 
autopatch conversation is ongoing! 


Completely unenforceable we say, but 
the bills sponsors maintain that law abiding 
citizens will do just that... turn their radio 
off! The Committee hearing the bill is sug- 
gesting that the FCC set aside subbands for 
amateur autopatches! "The only legal reason 
for an amateur to be tuned to the subband 
would be if you were making an autopatch 
eall," they say. 


CTIA WANTS SCANNERS MODIFIED.... 

Philip J. Quigley, President of PacTel 
Mobile Companies (a cellular provider) and 
CTIA official: "Even if HR-3378 is enacted, 
there will still be some people who will flout 
the law and intentionally listen in to private 
conversations transmitted by the radio spec- 
trum. Today these people can use scanning 
receivers popularly known as scanners to 
eavesdrop on cellular conversations because 
scanners are engineered to receive not only 
eommunications readily available to the public 
such as police and fire communications, but 
also communications of the frequency bands 
reserved for cellular. There is no reason why 
scanning equipment should be designed to re- 
ceive frequencies that have been reserved for 
private communications. CTIA believes that 
an appropriate technical modification in the 
FCC's rules governing scanners is a necessary 
adjunct to the privacy legislation." 


Even though there are millions of secan- 


ners in the hands of the public and many 
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messages and phone calls can be and are mon- 
itored on amateur, GMRS, cellular and other 
services, the proponents of these bills refuse 
to accept that this is a common everyday 
occurence... that this is a legitimate hobby 
interest. They think that anyone who monitors 
private conversations or ongoing traffic is 
_weird. 


ials. Thanks! 


We suggest you alert your Congressman 
to HR-3378 and S-1667 and register your 
opposition! The technology exists to make 
radio transmissions secure. Don't think that 
these bills can't be approved! It will not be 
the first time that legislation is passed to 
prevent monitoring of the radio spectrum! A 
new law exists now that precludes backyard 
dish owners from monitoring satellites if the 
programmer wants to market his programs re- 
gardless of whether or not_the signal is 


scrambled. The precedent has been set. 


cape ape 


MEXICAN TEMPORARY AMATEUR PERMITS 


Documentary evidence exists that indi- 
eates that Mexico is approving temporary 
amateur radio licenses to American amateurs. 


Chris Petroff; N5HQN and XE2BSG 
(Chihuahua City, Mexico) reports that the 
engineer-in-charge of Permits and Concessions 
of the Secretariat of Communications and 
Transport in Chihuahua confirmed that he has 
| been authorized to give a temporary Mexican 
eall sign from among those destined for Chi- 
huahua State to U.S. visitors to Mexico. 


ad (see margin between pages 4 & 7) on license preparation mater 


Previously an American amateur had to 
prove hiS permanent immigration status to 
Mexico. This has now been extended to in- 
elude visitors and tourists. The U.S. amateur 
must present his FCC license to Mexican offi- 
cials to obtain the call sign. 


Petroff did not know which Mexican 
class would be given, but believed "it would 
be Class II which is 250 watts average... and 
100 watts for FM..." Reciprosity does not 
exist with Mexico and this "is an independent 
action on the part of Mexico." The tem- 
porary permit is of the same duration as the 
U.S. amateur's stay in Mexico as stated on 
the visa presented. It is not known if this new 
action is Mexico City earthquake related. 
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FCC ON BROADCAST USE OF HAM RADIO 


I telephoned Ray Kowalski, Chief of the 
FCC's (Washington, DC) Special Services 
Division last week. Kowalski has overall 
responsibility for amateur radio rulemaking. 


Wwo5yl "What is the FCC view of the 
recent use of amateur radio by the broad- 
caster during the recent Mexican earthquake 
crisis?" 

Kowalski "What you are talking about, of 
course, is the frequencies used by the media 
as reported by yourself and others who heard 
it. We do not have any monitoring of that 
eonduct. That is not to say that we do not 
believe that it did not take place. We can go 
on the complaints that we have received..." 


W5YI "Were there many complaints?" 
Kowalski "Yes, there were. There were 
enough complaints for us to believe that in- 
deed the media was using amateur radio fre- 
quencies for various things. The substance of 
the complaints was that the media... not only 
the broadeast but print media as well.... were 
using amateur radio. ...not so much for broad- 
casting reports, but for coordinating produc- 
tion activities and the like." 


"’ ean tell you that the Commission 
believes the conduct occurred and should not 
It was not permitted by any- 
thing in the FCC rules... especially the Com- 
mission's recent rebroadcast docket. There 
was nothing in that docket that would have 
permitted the kind of use that was complained 
about.” ‘ 


"We have been in touch with the broad- 
east media because some of the complaints 
said that it stems from the Special Report by 
the Radio and Television News Directors 
Association. (RTNDA) However, reading over 
that report, it is my opinion that the report is 
actually a reasonably accurate description of 
what the Commission did do in the rebroad- 
cast docket and in no way invited the whole- 
sale misconduct reported." 
that the 


"We are not in agreement 


broadeast media set about to take over and 
use amateur radio frequencies. 
goodly 
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CTIA is pushing this bill because the 
cellular industry is very, very concerned 
about the privacy issue. They are also con- 
cerned about their pocketbooks! Almost all 
cellular phone calls are in the open. They can 
be received on scanners and radio receivers. 
Cellular phone calls are even being received 
on video cassette recorders with tuners that 
cover the appropriate frequencies and older 
model TV sets that have variable tuning. This 
is because the bands that cellular telephones 
operate in used to be UHF-TV channels 70 
through 83. 


The cellular industry is freaking out 
about this! The technology is now in 80 cities 
and growing fast. It is extrememly expensive 
to get into the cellular business and it is, at 
present, far from profitable. The start up cost 
is in the millions of dollars! 


The cellular industry is very frightened 
that the word will get out that you can hear 
cellular calls because they are radio and that 
the public will not want cellular car phones. 
While serambling is an alternative, cellular 
providers would prefer to change the law to 


make it illegal to receive cellular calls so. 


that they can show that the calls are indeed 
private. The same people are behind this bill 
that were behind the California/Rosenthal 
version. The president of PacTel Mobile Com- 
panies is a director of CTIA. Thanks mostly 
to amateur radio operators, the California bill 
was greatly watered down. 


CTIA does not want to sustain another 
defeat in Congress as they did in California. 
This bill will make it illegal to pick up any 
radio communication that does not fall within 
the above listed excepted categories. 


There are a lot of questions that are 
being raised by the bill. Even Air Force One 
is not scrambled and readily accessible to the 
public. Will it become illegal to own a scan- 
ner or listen to certain short wave radio 
other than broadcast? What about beacon sta- 
tions... press stations... military communica- 
tions, etc. Short wave listening is a legitimate 
hobby... or it least it was. 


How will this be enforced? There is 
general agreement that manufacturers can not 


be prevented from making general coverage 
receivers. It will be illegal to use them, how- 
ever. It is very apparent that the bills spon- 
sors and their associations know less_than 


zero about radio... and human nature. 


The problem for amateur radio opera- 
tors is that there is a new amateur band, 902- 
928 MHz that is adjacent to cellular frequen- 
cies. You mustn't stray from your authorized 
band! 


Furthermore, the bill's proponents want 
to make listening to amateur autopatch tele- 


phone calls illegal unless you are one of the 


participants. Can you believe that! Amateurs 
will be required to turn their radio off if an 
autopatch conversation is ongoing! 


Completely unenforceable we say, but 
the bills sponsors maintain that law abiding 
citizens will do just that... turn their radio 
off! The Committee hearing the bill is sug- 
gesting that the FCC set aside subbands for 
amateur autopatches! "The only legal reason 
for an amateur to be tuned to the subband 
would be if you were making an autopatch 
eall," they say. 


CTIA WANTS SCANNERS MODIFIED.... 


Philip J. Quigley, President of PacTel 
Mobile Companies (a cellular provider) and 
CTIA official: "Even if HR-3378 is enacted, 
there will still be some people who will flout 
the law and intentionally listen in to private 
conversations transmitted by the radio spec- 
trum. Today these people can use scanning 
receivers popularly known as scanners to 
eavesdrop on cellular conversations because 
scanners are engineered to receive not only 
eommunications readily available to the public 
such as police and fire communications, but 
also communications of the frequency bands 
reserved for cellular. There is no reason why 
scanning equipment should be designed to re- 
ceive frequencies that have been reserved for 
private communications. CTIA believes that 
an appropriate technical modification in the 
FCC's rules governing scanners is a necessary 
adjunct to the privacy legislation.” 


Even though there are millions of scan- 
ners in the hands of the public and many 
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wish to be a volunteer examiner. 
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in making, preparing or distributing amateur radio equipment or 


operator license revoked or suspended. 
license preparation materials. 
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"The W5YI Report" Program? If so, please send a copy 


of your Extra Class license, this signed statement 
ation materials will be sent to you within a two week period. 


to: W5YI-VEC; P.O. Box #10101; Dallas, Texas 75207 


under 


@®We got a note from Paul Courson, 
WA3VJB, the ARRL's Public Information Offi- 
eer. He advises that duplicated logger tapes 
of the WQORE "Challenger" space mission 
STS-51F tapes are now available from League 
Headquarters. The tapes are made by orbit 
requested "since many people are interested 
only in the orbit where they heard or worked 
W@GORE." Tapes are being sold at near-cost, 
I'm told. QSLs are being issued by the ARRL 
for STS-51F: reception only, 2-way QSO, 
uplinked SSTV. and combination contacts. 


®ROBOT of California, the company that 
arranged the SSTV equipment for the project 
continues to use special detection equipment 
techniques to attempt to yield uplink SSTV 
information. These techniques were made 
necessary because of the high number of slow 
sean signals uplinked at the same time. 


@As part of a continuing nationwide en- 


forcement program, engineers from the FCC's 
San Francisco District Office along with U.S. 


Marshals conducted a search and Seized over 
$30,000 of electronic equipment including 
illegal radio frequency amplifiers and modified 
CB radios as well as sales records. The search 
warrant was executed on October 8, 1985, 
against Doc Holiday Communications of Santa 
Clara, California. The FCC bans the manufac- 
turing and marketing of CB linear amplifiers 
and other non-type accepted transmitters. 


eAstronaut/Astronomer Dr. Ron Parise, 
WAASIR, has been selected as a payload spe- 
cialist aboard the March 6, 1986, shuttle Mis- 
sion 61E. AMSAT reports that it will attempt 
to get approval to place a packet radio Term- 
inal Node Controller aboard the ASTRO-1 
shuttle flight. Owen Garriott, W5LFL, is 
scheduled for another flight during the latter 
part of 1986. 


@The FCC issued another set of instruc- 
tions to Volunteer Examiner Coordinators dur- 
ing September. The Commission emphasized 
that the Certificate of Successful Completion 
issued by VE's is not a license, permit or 
authorization. Instead it merely is evidence or 
proof of the candidate having passed addition- 
al elements. "No VE or VEC may issue any 
license, permit or other such authorization," 
the new section reads.No VEC should have 
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these words on his certificate. All other VEC 
instructions remained the same. 


eWe asked in our October ist issue if 
anyone knew the eall sign of actor/writer/di- 
rector John Huston. The archives of W6AM 
reveal that Huston was "6UK." Jan Perkins, 
N6AW, sent us pages from the Amateur Radio 
Stations of the United States put out by the 
Bureau of Navigation, Department of Com- 
merece on June 30, 1920. 


cape ape 


"MICROWAVES & CANCER: NEW EVIDENCE" 


..is the title of an article in the 
October 1985 issue of "Technology Review" 
edited at prestigious MIT. They say that "re- 
eent studies of radar and communications 
workers regularly exposed to high levels of 
EMR (electro-magnetic radiation) have reveal- 
ed evidence of possible radiation induced can- 
cers and brain damage." 


One study of Polish military personnel 
between 1971 and 1980 discovered that sol- 
diers exposed to high, long term doses of 
microwaves and RF radiation were more than 
three times as likely to contract cancer as 
others with little or no exposure. A Swedish 
study links "microwave sickness" (headaches, 
dizziness and vision problems) and central 
nervous system damage. 


A U.S. (Maryland) study shows a 50% 
higher incidence of brain tumors among elec- 
trical workers. A five year experiment at the 
University of Washington on the health 
effects of EMR on rats at an exposure 
deemed safe by the ANSI standard developed | 
almost four times as many malignant tumors 
as unexposed control animals. 


The article says that these results are 
inconelusive and better research is needed in 
the field, but "...few experts are prepared to 
discount the studies completely." 


Meanwhile, the FCC has _ postponed 
implementation of the new ANSI (American 
National Standards Institute) radiation expo- 
sure guideline until January 1, 1986. The new 
RF limitation standard will apply to radio and 
television broadcast stations and transmitting 
satellite earth stations. 


who ultimately had the last say So. 


@The FCC released a new Volunteer 
Examiner Coordinator (VEC) list on October 
24th. The new addition was the elevation to 
national status of: Metroplex-VEC (Box #257, 
Leonia, New Jersey 07605 - Tel: 201-592- 
1579) There are now four national-in-scope 
VEC's (in order of FCC approval: W5YI, 
ARRL, DeVry and Metroplex.) Each is consid-— 
ered to be 13 VEC's - since VEC status is on 
a regional basis. Even though 76 are shown on 
the list, there are really only 25 different 
VEC's. A moratorium still is in effect on the 
addition of new VEC's since there doesn't 
appear to be a shortage of amateur testing 
opportunities or VEC's for VE's to align them- 
selves with. 


@On October 17th, the FCC released a 
Public Notice advising amateurs that effective 
January 1, 1986, only the June 1984 and July 
1985 editions of FCC Form 610 (amateur 
radio application) may be used to obtain an 
Amateur -license. Others will be returned to 
the applicant without action, the FCC said. 


eAnother FCC notice advises that the 
"License, Fee Refund Program" is over as of 
October 31, 1985. Amateurs that paid a fee 
to obtain a license between 1970 and 1976, 
were entitled to a partial refund. 


aD cape 


Update: EUROPEAN HAM-IN-SPACE MISSION 


in-Space Mission 61-A in our last issue but 
the lift off date and launch vehicle was a 


typo. October 16th was the date that the 
shuttle "Challenger" was rolled out to Launch 
Pad 39A and not the launch date. 


Liftoff of Spacelab D1 is actually 
scheduled for October 30th at noon, I'm told. 
While there are three European hams on 
board, the erew is actually led by Henry W. 
Hartsfield and four other U.S. astronauts. 
Hopefully, seventy scientific experiments will 
be completed. Challenger is scheduled to land 
at Edwards AFB, California, on November 6th. 


The European hams on board are (West 
Germans) Dr. Reinhard Furrer, DD6CF; Dr. 
Ernst Messerschmid, DG2KM, and (Dutch) Dr. 
Wubbo Occels, PEILFO. Mission 61-A is a 
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_dedicated European mission although most of 


the astronauts on board are American and 
NASA is providing the launch. The European 
amateur community is excited to a fever pitch 
over the launch! Keep your scanner tuned to 
145.575 MHz., the primary two meter down- 


-link channel, during the mission! You might 


hear DP@S(pace)L(ab) calling! 


oap eae 


AMATEUR INTERFERENCE PROTECTION 


The FCC released new rules October 
15th designed to lessen interference to the 
Amateur Radio Service from FCC licensed 
international broadeast stations operating in 
the 40 meter ham band in Region 3 (Pacific). 


The ARRL asked that the FCC recon- 
sider their action allowing short wave broad- 


east stations to operate in the 7100-7300 kHz’ 


frequency band with certain restrictions. Even 
though the FCC required international broad- 
east stations to direct their signals away from 
North America and operate using reduced 
power during the nighttime hours, the League 
said that this was not sufficient to provide 
appropriate interference protection to the 
Amateur Radio Service. 


The ARRL asked the Commission to 
limit short wave broadcast signal radiation to 
the equivalent of that from a half-wave di- 
pole. The League maintained that this would 
better acomplish the protection intended by 
the FCC and would put international stations 
on notice regarding their obligation to mini- 
mize interference to the amateur service. 


The FCC concurred that additional pro- 
tection ean and should be afforded the Ama- 
teur Radio Service in Region 2 and that it 
ean be done without placing undue burden on 
FCC licensed international broadcast stations 
operating in Region 3. 


Effective November 21, 1985, the FCC 
is modifying their second restriction to in- 
clude a maximum forward antenna gain of 
2.15 dBi which is the equivalent gain of a 
half wave dipole antenna in free space over 
an isotropic antenna. Short wave broadcast 
stations will also be required to submit evi- 
dence of compliance with this restriction. 


(Action by Memo. Report & Order, 10/9/85.) 


We do not get any in- 
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many computer bulletin boards and in club newsletters. 
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messages and phone calls can be and are mon- 
itored on amateur, GMRS, cellular and other 
services, the proponents of these bills refuse 
to accept that this is a common everyday 
occurence... that this is a legitimate hobby 
interest. They think that anyone who monitors 
private conversations or ongoing traffic is 
weird. 


We suggest you alert your Congressman 
to HR-3378 and S-1667 and register your 
opposition! The technology exists to make 
radio transmissions secure. Don't think that 
these bills can't be approved! It will not be 
the first time that legislation is passed to 
prevent monitoring of the radio spectrum! A 
new law exists now that precludes backyard 
dish owners from monitoring satellites if the 
programmer wants to market his programs re- 


gardless of whether or not the _ signal is 
scrambled. The precedent has been set. 


oapeoape 


MEXICAN TEMPORARY AMATEUR PERMITS 


Documentary evidence exists that indi- 


amateur radio licenses to American amateurs. 


(Chihuahua City, Mexico) reports that the 
engineer-in-charge of Permits and Concessions 


Transport in Chihuahua confirmed that he has 


eall sign from among those destined for Chi- 
huahua State to U.S. visitors to Mexico. 


Previously an American amateur had to 
prove his permanent immigration status to 
Mexico. This has now been extended to in- 
elude visitors and tourists. The U.S. amateur 
must present his FCC license to Mexican offi- 
cials to obtain the call sign. 


Petroff did not know which Mexican 
class would be given, but believed "it would 
be Class II which is 250 watts average... and 
100 watts for FM..." Reciprosity does not 
exist with Mexico and this "is an independent 
action on the part of Mexico." The tem- 
porary permit is of the same duration as the 
U.S. amateur's stay in Mexico as stated on 
the visa presented. It is not known if this new 
action is Mexico City earthquake related. 


WOULD YOU DO US A FAVOR? 
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FCC ON BROADCAST USE OF HAM RADI 


I telephoned Ray Kowalski, Chief of the 
FCC's (Washington, DC) Special Services 
Division last week. Kowalski has_ overall 
responsibility for amateur radio rulemaking. 


Ww5yYl "What is the FCC view of the 
recent use of amateur radio by the broad- 
caster during the recent Mexican earthquake 
crisis?" 

Kowalski "What you are talking about, of 
course, is the frequencies used by the media 
as reported by yourself and others who heard 
it. We do not have any monitoring of that 
conduct. That is not to say that we do not 
believe that it did not take place. We can go 
on the complaints that we have received...." 


W5YI "Were there many complaints?" 
Kowalski "Yes, there were. There were 
enough complaints for us to believe that in- 
deed the media was using amateur radio fre- 
quencies for various things. The substance of 
the complaints was that the media... not only 
the broadeast but print media as well.... were 
using amateur radio. ...not so much for broad- 
casting reports, but for coordinating produc- 
tion activities and the like." 


"] ean tell you that the Commission 
believes the conduct occurred and should not 


have occurred. It was not permitted by any- 


thing in the FCC rules... especially the Com- 
mission's recent rebroadcast docket. There 
was nothing in that docket that would have 
permitted the kind of use that was complained 
about." 4 


"We have been in touch with the broad- 
cast media because some of the complaints 
said that it stems from the Special Report by 
the Radio and Television News Directors 
Association. (RTNDA) However, reading over 
that report, it is my opinion that the report is 
actually a reasonably accurate description of 
what the Commission did do in the rebroad- 
east docket and in no way invited the whole- 
sale misconduct reported." 


"We are not in agreement that the 
broadeast media set about to take over and 
use amateur radio frequencies. It appears 
that there was a _ goodly amount of 
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misunderstanding." 

W5YI "What about the "rule-of-reason" Para- 
graph 22? Did the media interpret it 
correctly?" 

Kowalski "Trying to place a cause and 
effect on this is difficult. We can not be in 
the position of being a mind reader of what 
they thought they read there. It is conceiv- 
able though that reference to the phrase "rule 
of reason" ...could have been interpreted... 
'do whatever you think is right’... 'do what- 
ever you think you can get away with’ or ‘do 
whatever is reasonable.'" 


"If you read all of Paragraph 22, it 
clearly does not say anything that would per- 
mit the use of amateur frequencies for pro- 
duction activities by anyone... media or non- 
media." 


"Even the print media were accused of 
setting up communications channels. How 
could they have thought that anything in 
Paragraph 22 applied to them since the whole 
docket was about rebroadcast of amateur 
radio material. Certainly the print media 
doesn't rebroadeast anything. For them to 
think somehow that the "rule-of-reason" made 
amateur radio a ‘free for all’ is a preposter- 
ous interpretation. I don't know where the 
notion came from. It could have come from 
Paragraph 22... but that is simply speculation 
on my part." 


W5YI "Will there be some sort of clarifica- 
tion, Public Notice or new Rules on this 
forthcoming?" 

Kowalski "One thing that I look for is an 
effort on the part of the broadcast media to 
clarify and get the word out on their own to 
their own people that whatever they did with 
regard to the Mexican earthquake disaster 
was not what they should ever do again.” 


"When we brought this matter up 
informally with the broadcast media, they 
were just as upset as the hams were that it 
happened. They said that they would take 
steps to get the word out to their members 
that indeed no one had said that it is ‘open 
season' on ham radio frequencies every time 
you have an emergency." 


"The first thing that I am looking for is 


a voluntary clarification on the part of the 
broadeast media themselves. ...that regardless 
of what the members think they heard the 
last time around, that this is not the case and 
they should rethink their practices." 


"As far as the Commission doing any- 
thing, we do not plan to do anything directly 
in response to the mistakes that occurred dur- 
ing the Mexican earthquake situation. It was 
the 'first time around the track’, ...since the 
new rebroadeast rules were adopted. There 
were misunderstandings. They are now better 
informed... if it doesn't happen again ...we 
are prepared to let it go at that.” 


"We are. not planning to take any 
enforcement action against the amateur sta- 


tions that were involved. We are not planning 


to put out any clarifications of what we 
meant in the rebroadeast proceeding. We are 
not planning to take the networks or anyone 
else to task for it having happened. We are 
just looking for future adherence to the 
rules." 


W5YI "One final question on newsgathering. 
PRB-2 looks toward gaining information on 
how the public feels about legally gathering 
news on amateur radio frequencies. Is this a 
suggestion of amateur interaction with broad- 
casters - or broadeasters taking the frequency 
and excluding amateur use?" 

Kowalski "Keep in mind that we are just 


soliciting comments in regard to the sugges- 


tion of one broadeaster. Essentially the 
broadeaster looked around and said 'there is 
amateur television equipment that is avail- 
able... that is far less expensive that profes- 
sional models... that operates on amateur 
radio frequencies but no one around here uses 
those frequencies. I wonder if I can use them 
for my own commercial purposes.!" 


"It would involve using amateur equip- 
ment and amateur frequencies - not to inter- 
act with the amateur community - but to let 
this broadcaster in this isolated area use ama- 
teur spectrum for broadcast purposes. This is 
simply a matter of a broadcaster trying to 


‘accomplish something less expensively on fre- 


quencies he is not supposed to be using. We 
are asking the amateurs what they think of 
it." 


$3.00 + $1.00 postage 
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even though a VEC in all regions 


Secs 


issued through the first of October are 
as follows: 


Radio Group "A" "B" *c" "p" 
District Extra Advan. Tech/Gen Novice 
g NN@X KEPAR NOGOK KAGVIZ 
1 NB1U) KB1IUQ NIDTI KAINKD 
Zz NM2X KD20Z N2FVZ KA2ZGD 
3 KX3R KC3UD N3EOU KA300S 
4 AA4NU KJ4KK N4MVJ KB4PVC 
5 WASH KFS5FK NS5ILZ KASWZK 
6 WM6N KG6XX N6MPL KB6KAU 
ff NQ7X KE7KB N7HOQ KAT7WCU 
8 NO8G KE8BB N8GXP KA8YEM 
9 NG9O KD9RU N9OFKN KASUDV 
N.Mariana I. AHJE AH@AC KHGAI WHGAAG 
Guam AH2V AH2BD KH2BW WH2AGT 
Johnston Is. AH3A AH3AC KH3AB WH3AAC 
Midway Is. AH4AA KH4AD WH4AAF 
Hawaii (*) AH6GK NH6EP WH6BFT 
Kure Is. KH7AA 
’ Amer. Samoa AH8B AH8AB KH8AD WH8AAV 
Wake Wilkes Peale AH9AC KH9AB WH9AAE 
Alaska (*) AL7HK NL7GR WL7BHX 
Virgin Is. KP20 KP2AU NP2BN WP2AEM 
Puerto Rico WP40 KP4JA NP4QN WP4E0OO 


(*) - All of the Group "A" call signs for Hawaii 
and Alaska have been assigned. Any requests 
for a Group "A" call sign in Hawaii and Alaska 
are being assigned a Group "B" (2X2) format. 


TE T. Pa B 


There were 7,481 applications (FCC 
Form 610's) handled by FCC, Gettysburg, PA, 
during September 1985. It is taking an average 
of 19 working days (about a month) for ama- 
teur licenses to be issued. Add additional time 
for the application to filter through the VE/- 
VEC system. 


...862 new amateurs were licensed for 
the first time during September... most came in 
at the Novice level, but 111 did manage to 
grade up further than the entry level. The 
"new amateur" figure was the lowest of any 
month during the 1985 fiscal year which ended 
September 30. On the average, nearly 1,500 
new applicants join the ham ranks monthly. 
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---1247 amateurs upgraded during Septem- 


ber, but only 46% elected to change their call 
sign. 


The "upgrade" figure was also low. Ordi- 
narily nearly 1,700 amateurs upgrade a month. 


September and October are historically 
low ham radio testing months which could 
account for the low activity. 


For the year ending September 30, the 
figures looked better. 17,848 new amateurs... 
12,612 amateurs were purged from the ranks... 
a net gain of 5,236 


CENSUS OF E RADI PERAT 


At fiscal year end, there were 412,587 
U.S. licensed amateur radio operators. 


MOST POPULATED... LEAST POPULATED... 


California 56,960 Wyoming 938 
New York 25,833 Delaware 991 
Florida 24,518 N. Dakota 1,026 
Texas 24,408 Vermont 1,027 
Ohio 20,276 S. Dakota 1,088 
Illinois 17,384 Rhode Island 1,575 
Pennsylvania 17,153 Montana 1,577 
Michigan 14,212 Hawaii 1,907 
New Jersey 12,824 Idaho 1,934 
Washington 12,600 Nevada 1,942 
Fiscal 1985 Year End Census 
Novice 76,337 18.5% Ideal? 30% 
Technician 83,117 20.1% Ideal? 25% 
General 117,340 28.5% Ideal? 20% 
Advanced 97,825 23.7% Ideal? 15% 
Extra Class 37,968 9.2% Ideal? 10% 
TOTAL: 412,587 100% 100% 
Census One Year Ago 410,066 
Census Ten Years Ago 254,683 
Census Twenty Years Ago 260,301 


@The FCC reports that volunteer exami- 
ners administered 4,894 amateur radio opera- 
tor test elements to 3,299 applicants at 280 
sessions during August 1985. The pass rate for 
all tests administered was 61.03% August 
marked the first time that the average pass 
rate exceeded 60%. It had been in the 40-50% 
bracket during 1984 and in the 50's during 
early 1985. 57.5% of all test elements admin- 
istered were given by ARRL VE's. W5YI-VE's 


were in a distant second place with 9.9%. 


misunderstanding." 
W5YI “What about the "rule-of-reason" Para- 


graph 22? Did the media interpret it 
correctly?" 
Kowalski "Trying to place a cause and 


effect on this is difficult. We can not be in 
the position of being a mind reader of what 
they thought they read there. It is conceiv- 
able though that reference to the phrase "rule 
of reason" ...could have been interpreted... 
'do whatever you think is right’... 'do what- 
ever you think you can get away with' or ‘do 
whatever is reasonable.'" 


"if you read all of Paragraph 22, it 
clearly does not say anything that would per- 
mit the use of amateur frequencies for pro- 
duction activities by anyone... media or non- 
media." 


"Even the print media were accused of 
setting up communications channels. How 
eould they have thought that anything in 
Paragraph 22 applied to them since the whole 
docket was about rebroadcast of amateur 
radio material. Certainly the print media 
doesn't rebroadcast anything. For them to 
think somehow that the "rule-of-reason" made 
amateur radio a 'free for all' is a preposter- 
ous interpretation. I don't know where the 
notion came from. It could have come from 
Paragraph 22... but that is simply speculation 
on my part." 


W5YI "Will there be some sort of clarifica- 


tion, Public Notice or new Rules on this 
forthcoming?" 
Kowalski "One thing that I look for is an 


effort on the part of the broadcast media to 
clarify and get the word out on their own to 
their own people that whatever they did with 
regard to the Mexican earthquake disaster 
was not what they should ever do again." 


"When we brought this matter up 
informally with the broadcast media, they 
were just as upset as the hams were that it 
happened. They said that they would take 
steps to get the word out to their members 
that indeed no one had said that it is ‘open 
season' on ham radio frequencies every time 
you have an emergency." 


"The first thing that I am looking for is 
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a voluntary clarification on the part of the 
broadeast media themselves. ...that regardless 
of what the members think they heard the 
last time around, that this is not the case and 
they should rethink their practices." 


"As far as the Commission doing any- 
thing, we do not plan to do anything directly 
in response to the mistakes that occurred dur- 
ing the Mexican earthquake situation. It was 
the 'first time around the track', ...since the 
new rebroadeast rules were adopted. There 
were misunderstandings. They are now better 


informed... if it doesn't happen again ...we 
are prepared to let it go at that.” 
"We are. not planning to take any 


enforcement action against the amateur sta- 


tions that were involved. We are not planning 


to put out any clarifications of what we 
meant in the rebroadcast proceeding. We are 
not planning to take the networks or anyone 
else to task for it having happened. We are 
just looking for future adherence to the 
rules." 


W5YI "One final question on newsgathering. 
PRB-2 looks toward gaining information on 
how the public feels about legally gathering 
news on amateur radio frequencies. Is this a 
suggestion of amateur interaction with broad- 
casters - or broadcasters taking the frequency 
and excluding amateur use?" 

Kowalski "Keep in mind that we are just 
soliciting comments in regard to the sugges- 
tion of one broadcaster. Essentially the 


broadeaster looked around and said 'there is . 


amateur television equipment that is avail- 
able... that is far less expensive that profes- 
sional models... that operates on amateur 
radio frequencies but no one around here uses 
those frequencies. I wonder if I can use them 
for my own commercial purposes.!" 


"It would involve using amateur equip- 
ment and amateur frequencies - not to inter- 
act with the amateur community - but to let 
this broadcaster in this isolated area use ama- 
teur spectrum for broadcast purposes. This is 
simply a matter of a broadcaster trying to 


‘accomplish something less expensively on fre- 


quencies he is not supposed to be using. We 
are asking the amateurs what they think of 
hae 


"The system we have in mind is to try 
to meet the needs of the people that want to 
have a special call sign... or who want their 
deceased father's call sign... a commemorative 


or special event call sign... anything out of 
the ordinary which we can not accomodate." 


$3.00 + $1.00 postage 


FCC-Novice Element 2 Test $1.00 + 50¢ postage 
$3.00 + $1.50 postage 


(6.) Certificate of Successful Completion - 
"What is the status of allowing this document 
to be used as evidence of passing a written 
amateur radio operator examination element?" 
I asked. At present, VEC's can not forward 
FCC Form 610 applications to Gettysburg for 
license issuance without the most recent up- 
grade license attached. This has caused some 
VE's and VEC's to either not examine some 
applicants (since their most recent upgrade 
license had not yet arrived) - or to hold the 
application pending receipt of the license 
from the applicant. 


FCC-Extra Cl. Study Guide $5.00 + $1.50 postage 


FCC-Advanced Study Guide $5.00 + $1.50 postage 
FCC §Part 97 Rules Book 


FCC-Tech/Gen. Study Guide $5.00 + $1.50 postage 


FCC-Novice Study Guide 


"A petition by Robert <A. Scupp, 
WB5YYX, will be used as the vehicle by 


which the Commission will examine that issue. 
It is very close to being worked on now. Be 
aware that this involves a completely differ- 
ent concept. If you go to a system where the 
Certificate of Successful Completion (the so- 
called instant-upgrade document) covers every 
element... a different view of what it is you 
are doing when you take an examination is 
involved. At the present time, it is geared 
towards getting a license... not passing an 
element. We would have to back off from 
that. That is not to say that we would not do 
i 


ARE AVAILABLE! 


The W5YI Report, even though a VEC in all regions 
has been given permission by the FCC to distribute 


license preparation materials as a convenience to 


I also asked that if the new (Honeywell) 
computer installation presently underway in 
Gettysburg that will allow the FCC in Wash- 
ington to be ‘on-line’ with Gettysburg would 
have any bearing on the FCC's decision to 
allow the certificate to be used as evidence 
of passing a written examination. 


applicants and VE's. All materials contain all ques- 
tions, answers and discussion why answer is right! 


THE ANSWERS TO ALL FCC TESTS 


a Gettysburg license data, at present, 
_.. <j] must be sent by an over-the-road courier to 
ie Bie Washington for comparision with their data 
me) =e = base before a license can be issued. It is this 
@ «= </I comparision that screens out individuals that 
@ a = * should not be issued a ticket. Ray said that 
> ee he didn't think this would have any effect on 
ef =| s the matter and that he wasn't sure when the 

i m@ © | new system would be in place. 


WSYI REPORT 
P.O. Box #10101 


Dallas, Texas 75207 


REPORT eececee 


to the DXCC countries list. 


Page #7 


November 1, 1985 


(7.) What will we be seeing next? - "Third 
party participation will be coming out short- 
ly." This will preclude any amateur that has 
had his license suspended or revoked from 
participating from another amateur's station 
or via a telephone or any other kind of lash- 
up. 


(8.) New Personal Radio Service Coming! - 
"We are also working very hard on the pro- 
posal of the Personal Radio Steering Group 
(PRSG) for a new Personal Mobility Radio Ser- 
vice to replace the GMRS." The General Mo- 
bile Radio Service is the old 8-pair 'Class A' 
460-MHz CB service which continues in use to 
this day. 'Class A' CB was the forerunner to 
27-MHz CB. UHF-CB "bombed" in the early 
50's - primarily because the equipment was 
so expensive. 


CB was moved to 1l-meters which the 
amateur really didn't care much about until 
he lost it. The primary inhabitants of 11- 
meters at the time was diathermy machines 
used by doctors to cure all sorts of ailments! 
It is little wonder that amateurs didn't use 
the 1l-meter band! The racket and interfer- 
ence these contraptions produced was enor- 
mous! 


Kowalski said that a new personal radio 


service is "still a ways off, but you should see 


something on that within the next several 
weeks. It is by no means dormant." 


6s awe 


e Late Note: Right after my conversation 
with Ray Kowalski, the FCC issued an up- 
dated "International Amateur Radio Arrange 
ments" list detailing countries with which the 
U.S. has third party traffic and reciprocal 
operating arrangements. Japan was added to 
the recipocal list and United Kingdom "special 
event stations with call sign prefix GB fol- 
lowed by a figure other than 3" was a new 
addition to the third party traffic list. 


@®The Alaska DX Association says that 
they will be trying again to add the Pribilof's 
Addition was 
overwhelmingly rejected by the ARRL Awards 
Committee even though previously approved 
by the League's DX Advisory Committee. The 
issue was sent directly to the ARRL Directors 
for action bypassing the Awards Committee 


T Ssecs 


issued through the first of October are 
as follows: 


Radio Group "A" "Bp" Ly Oh) np" 
District Extra Advan. Tech/Gen Novice 
Gg NN@X KE@AR NOGOK KAGVIZ 
1 NB1U) KB1UQ NIDTI KAINKD 
2 NM2X KD20Z N2FVZ KA2ZGD 
3 KX3R KC3UD N3EOU KA300S 
4 AA4NU KJ4KK N4MVJ KB4PVC 
5 WASH KF5FK NS5ILZ KAS5SWZK 
6 WM6N KG6XX N6MPL KB6KAU 
7 NQ7X KE7KB N7HOQ KATWCU 
8 NO8G KE8BB N8GXP KA8YEM 
) NG9O KD9RU N9OFKN KASUDV 
N.Mariana I. AHGE AHGAC KHGAI WHPIAAG 
Guam AH2V) AH2BD KH2BW WH2AGT 
Johnston Is. AH3A AH3AC KH3AB WH3AAC 
Midway Is. AH4AA KH4AD WH4AAF 
Hawaii (*) AH6GK NH6EP WH6BFT 
Kure Is. KH7AA 
’Amer. Samoa AH8B AH8AB KH8AD WHS8AAV 
Wake Wilkes Peale AH9AC KH9AB WH9AAE 
Alaska (*) AL7HK NL7GR WL7BHX 
Virgin Is. KP20 KP2AU NP2BN WP2AEM 
Puerto Rico WP40 KP4JA NP4QN WP4E0O 


(*) - All of the Group "A" call signs for Hawaii 
and Alaska have been assigned. Any requests 
for a Group "A" call sign in Hawaii and Alaska 
are being assigned a Group "B" (2X2) format. 


AMATE T ii - EMBE 

There were 7,481 applications (FCC 
Form 610's) handled by FCC, Gettysburg, PA, 
during September 1985. It is taking an average 
of 19 working days (about a month) for ama- 
-teur licenses to be issued. Add additional time 
for the application to filter through the VE/- 
VEC system. 


...862 new amateurs were licensed for 
the first time during September... most came in 
at the Novice level, but 111 did manage to 
grade up further than the entry level. The 
"new amateur" figure was the lowest of any 
month during the 1985 fiscal year which ended 
September 30. On the average, nearly 1,500 
new applicants join the ham ranks monthly. 
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1247 amateurs upgraded during Septem- 
ber, but only 46% elected to change their call 
sign. The "upgrade" figure was also low. Ordi- 
narily nearly 1,700 amateurs upgrade a month. 


September and October are historically 
low ham radio testing months which could 
account for the low activity. 


For the year ending September 30, the 
figures looked better. 17,848 new amateurs... 
12,612 amateurs were purged from the ranks... 
a net gain of 5,236 


D0 ee 


CENSUS OF AMATEUR RADIO OPERATORS.... 


At fiscal year end, there were 412,587 
U.S. licensed amateur radio operators. 


LEAST POPULATED... 


MOST POPULATED... 


California 56,960 Wyoming 938 
New York 25,833 Delaware 991 
Florida 24,518 N. Dakota 1,026 
Texas 24,408 Vermont 1,027 
Ohio 20,276 S. Dakota 1,088 
Illinois 17,384 Rhode Island 1,575 
Pennsylvania 17,153 Montana 1,577 
Michigan 14,212 Hawaii 1,907 
New Jersey 12,824 Idaho 1,934 
Washington 12,600 Nevada 1,942 
Fiscal 1985 Year End Census 
Novice 76,337 18.5% Ideal? 30% 
Technician 83,117 20.1% Ideal? 25% 
General 117,340 28.5% Ideal? 20% 
Advanced 97,825 23.7% Ideal? 15% 
Extra Class 37,968 9.2% Ideal? 10% 
TOTAL: 412,587 100% 100% 
Census One Year Ago 410,066 
Census Ten Years Ago 254,683 
Census Twenty Years Ago 260,301 


@The FCC reports that volunteer exami- 
ners administered 4,894 amateur radio opera- 
tor test elements to 3,299 applicants at 280 
sessions during August 1985. The pass rate for 
all tests administered was 61.03% August 
marked the first time that the average pass 
rate exceeded 60%. It had been in the 40-50% 
bracket during 1984 and in the 50's during 
early 1985. 57.5% of all test elements admin- 
istered were given by ARRL VE's. W5YI-VE's 
were in a distant second place with 9.9%. 


STATUS OF FCC AMATEUR RULEMAKING.... 


While I had Ray Kowalski on the line 


FCC proceedings affecting amateur radio.... 


(1.) Amateur Reciprosity with Japan - 1 
pointed out that while both Japan and the 


teur radio licenses on a reciprocal basis, the 
FCC has yet to officially announce this. 


Ray said that he had not seen the 


"Adding a new country to the reciprocal list 
happens very seldom and the reciprosity list is 
routinely issued. Japan will be added to the 
next issue. It wasn't important enough for us 
to stop work on other things. The fact that 
we haven't done it. yet does not mean any- 
thing." 


(2.). Novice Class Enhancement - There have 
been rumors that the FCC will be approving 


220 and 1296 MHz band. "We are thinking 
about action on that sometime in the second 
quarter." (January to March 1986 - the FCC 
fiseal year starts October 1st.) "Sometime 
before the first of April we should ‘have 
something on the street.' 


(3.) "What did the FCC cover at the ARRL 
National Convention?" - Ray said that al- 
though he was there, the principal speaker on 
behalf of the Commission was Michael Fitch, 
Deputy Chief of the Private Radio Bureau. 
Fitch congratulated the amateur community 
on a very eventful year... for such things as 
the first amateur slow sean television from 
space, new ham band (24 and 902-928 MHz) 
openings that were approved, PRB-1 (federal 
preemption of amateur antenna installations) 
and continued progress in amateur volunteer 
examining. 


Fitch raised some questions, however, 
about trends in amateur radio and asked peo- 
ple to keep alert to statistics and licensing 
numbers to determine if the pursuit is healthy 
and growing... or slowing down and stagnat- 
ing. "Keep looking for ways to keep the ser- 
vice growing," he cautioned. (Our statistics 


show that amateur radio is not growing the 


WSYI REPORT..... 


this past weekend, I asked him about other. 
United States are honoring each others ama-. 


Japanese reciprosity paperwork on this yet. 


voice privileges for Novices in the 10 meter, | 
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way it should be - or the way that the public 
would like it to.) 


(4.) Frequency Coordination - Docket 85-22.- ° 
"You'll also be seeing. something on that in~ 
the Spring." In response to whether we will 

see any more UHF sharing of amateur spec- © 
trum by commercial entities, Kowalski re- 

sponded "...the Cleveland, Buffalo and Detroit 

area is the only place where that is in the 

offing. I know of no other areas that that is 

scheduled for." 


(5.) Amateur Call Sign Issuance by the ARRL 
- "Issuance of call signs by the League is in 
no way connected with the Volunteer Examina-— 
tion program. It is an entirely separate activ- 
ity. At the present time, the only group that 
we are exploring this with is the League. We — 
do not contemplate that call signs would be- 
come available through any of the VEC's." 


"So far, I have not seen anything that 
would lead me to believe that we won't be 
taking steps towards implementing a program 
like that. While it might end up moving slow- 
ly, I do think that eventually we will have a 
system of special call sign issuance in place. 
It might not be for a year or more. We are 
moving in that direction." 


The system that we have in mind would 
only be for special or preferred amateur call 


signs. It would not be limited to something as 


narrow aS commemmorative or special event 
eall signs or the like. It would go so far as to 
include a amateur call sign of choice on the 
part of the amateur radio operator that 


-wanted to have a particular call sign which 


we are not able to grant right now... not only 
from a fiscal or personnel standpoint... but it 
is also in our rules that all call signs must be 


issued systematically." 


I asked if the League would be able to 
charge a fee for these special call signs. 
"That is an issue which has not been ironed 
out yet,"I was told. "The FCC will continue 
grant amateur licenses and issue all routine 
amateur call signs with that license on an 
indefinite basis. No one would ever have to do 


anything different if they did not want a spe- 


cifie call sign.” 


"The system we have in mind is to try 
to meet the needs of the people that want to 
have a special call sign... or who want their 
deceased father's call sign... a commemorative 
or special event call sign... anything out of 
the ordinary which we can not accomodate." 


Ses ae eo ee a 


FCC-Extra Cl. Study Guide $5.00 + $1.50 postage 


FCC §Part 97 Rules Book 
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(6.) Certificate of Successful Completion - 
"What is the status of allowing this document 
to be used as evidence of passing a written 
amateur radio operator examination element?" 
I asked. At present, VEC's can not forward 
FCC Form 610 applications to Gettysburg for 
license issuance without the most recent up- 
grade license attached. This has caused some 
VE's and VEC's to either not examine some 
applicants (since their most recent upgrade 
license had not yet arrived) - or to hold the 
application pending receipt of the license 
from the applicant. 
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"A petition by Robert A. Scupp, 
WB5YYX, will be used as the vehicle by 


which the Commission will examine that issue. 
It is very close to being worked on now. Be 
aware that this involves a completely differ- 
ent concept. If you go to a system where the 
Certificate of Successful Completion (the so- 
called instant-upgrade document) covers every 
element... a different view of what it is you 


involved. At the present time, it is geared 
towards getting a license... not passing an 
element. We would have to back off from 
that. That is not to say that we would not do 
it." 


I also asked that if the new (Honeywell) 
computer installation presently underway in 
Gettysburg that will allow the FCC in Wash- 
ington to be 'on-line' with Gettysburg would 
have any bearing on the FCC's decision to 
allow the certificate to be used as evidence 
of passing a written examination. 


applicants and VE's. All materials contain all ques- 
tions, answers and discussion why answer is right! 


Gettysburg license data, at present, 
must be sent by an over-the-road courier to 
Washington for comparision with their data 
base before a license can be issued. It is this 
comparision that screens out individuals that 
should not be issued a ticket. Ray said that 
he didn't think this would have any effect on 
the matter and that he wasn't sure when the 
new system would be in place. 


—— 
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(7.) What will we be seeing next? - "Third 
party participation will be coming out short- 
ly." This will preclude any amateur that has 
had his license suspended or revoked from 
participating from another amateur's station 
or via a telephone or any other kind of lash- 
up. 


(8.) New Personal Radio Service Coming! - 


"We are also working very hard on the pro- 
posal of the Personal Radio Steering Group 
(PRSG) for a new Personal Mobility Radio Ser- 
vice to replace the GMRS." The General Mo- 
bile Radio Service is the old 8-pair 'Class A" 
460-MHz CB service which continues in use to 
this day. 'Class A' CB was the forerunner to 
27-MHz CB. UHF-CB "bombed" in the early 
50's - primarily because the equipment was 
so expensive. 


CB was moved to 11-meters which the 
amateur really didn't care much about until 
he lost it. The primary inhabitants of 11- 
meters at the time was diathermy machines 
used by doctors to cure all sorts of ailments! 
It is little wonder that amateurs didn't use 
the 1l-meter band! The racket and interfer- 
ence these contraptions produced was enor- 
mous! 


Kowalski said that a new personal radio 
service is "still a ways off, but you should see 


‘something on that within the next several 


weeks. It is by no means dormant." 


capeoape 


e Late Note: Right after my conversation 
with Ray Kowalski, the FCC issued an up- 
dated "International Amateur Radio Arrange- 
ments" list detailing countries with which the 
U.S. has third party traffic and reciprocal 
operating arrangements. Japan was added to 
the recipoeal list and United Kingdom "special 
event stations with call sign prefix GB fol- 
lowed by a figure other than 3" was a new 
addition to the third party traffic list. 


@®The Alaska DX Association says that 
they will be trying again to add the Pribilof's 
Addition was 
overwhelmingly rejected by the ARRL Awards 
Committee even though previously approved 
by the League's DX Advisory Committee. The 
issue was sent directly to the ARRL Directors 
for action bypassing the Awards Committee 
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STATUS OF FCC AMATEUR RULEMAKING.... 


way it should be - or the way that the public 
would like it to.) 


While I had Ray Kowalski on the line 
this past weekend, I asked him about other. 
FCC proceedings affecting amateur radio.... 


(4.) Frequency Coordination - Docket 85-22 - ° 
"You'll also be seeing: something on that in~ 
the Spring." In response to whether we will 

see any more UHF sharing of amateur spec- - 
trum by commercial entities, Kowalski re- 

sponded "...the Cleveland, Buffalo and Detroit 

area is the only place where that is in the 

offing. I know of no other areas that that is 

scheduled for." 


(5.) Amateur Call Sign Issuance by the ARRL 
- "Issuance of call signs by the League is in 
no way connected with the Volunteer Examina- 
tion program. It is an entirely separate activ- 
ity. At the present time, the only group that 
we are exploring this with is the League. We 
do not contemplate that call signs would be- 
come available through any of the VEC's." 


(1.) Amateur Reciprosity with Japan - I 
pointed out that while both Japan and the 
United States are honoring each others ama-. 
teur radio licenses on a reciprocal basis, the 
FCC has yet to officially announce this. 


Ray said that he had not seen the 
Japanese reciprosity paperwork on this yet. 
"Adding a new country to the reciprocal list 
happens very seldom and the reciprosity list is 
routinely issued. Japan will be added to the 
next issue. It wasn't important enough for us 
to stop work on other things. The fact that 
we haven't done it yet does not mean any- 
thing." 


(2.) Novice Class Enhancement - There have 
been rumors that the FCC will be approving 
voice privileges for Novices in the 10 meter, 
220 and 1296 MHz band. "We are thinking 
about action on that sometime in the second 
quarter." (January to March 1986 - the FCC 
fiseal year starts October Ist.) "Sometime 
before the first of April we should 'have 
something on the street.' 


| (3.) "What did the FCC cover at the ARRL 
National Convention?" - Ray said that al- 
though he was there, the principal speaker on 
behalf of the Commission was Michael Fitch, 
Deputy Chief of the Private Radio Bureau. 
Fitch congratulated the amateur community 
on a very eventful year... for such things as 
the first amateur slow sean television from 
space, new ham band (24 and 902-928 MHz) 
openings that were approved, PRB-1 (federal 
preemption of amateur antenna installations) 
and continued progress in amateur volunteer 
examining. 


"So far, I have not seen anything that 
would lead me to believe that we won't be 
taking steps towards implementing a program 
like that. While it might end up moving slow- 
ly, I do think that eventually we will have a 
system of special call sign issuance in place. 
It might not be for a year or more. We are 
moving in that direction." 


The system that we have in mind would 
only be for special or preferred amateur call 
signs. It would not be limited to something as 
narrow aS commemmorative or special event 
call signs or the like. It would go so far as to 
include a amateur call sign of choice on the 
part of the amateur radio operator that 
-wanted to have a particular call sign which 
we are not able to grant right now... not only 
from a fiscal or personnel standpoint... but it 
is also in our rules that all call signs must be 
issued systematically." 


I asked if the League would be able to 
charge a fee for these special call signs. 
"That is an issue which has not been ironed 
out yet,"I was told. "The FCC will continue 
grant amateur licenses and issue all routine 
amateur call signs with that license on an 
indefinite basis. No one would ever have to do 
anything different if they did not want a spe- 
cifie call sign." 


Fitch raised some questions, however, 
about trends in amateur radio and asked peo- 
ple to keep alert to statistics and licensing 
numbers to determine if the pursuit is healthy 
and growing... or slowing down and stagnat- 
ing. "Keep looking for ways to keep the ser- 
vice growing," he cautioned. (Our statistics 


show that amateur radio is not growing the 
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misunderstanding." : a a voluntary clarification on the part of the 
W5YI "What about the "rule-of-reason" Para~ | broadcast media themselves. ...that regardless 


graph 22? Did the media interpret it | Gf what the members think they heard the 
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"The system we have in mind is to try | (7.) What will we be seeing next? - "Third 
to meet the needs of the people that want to | party participation will be coming out short- 
have a special call sign... or who want their | ly." This will preclude any amateur that has 


$3.00 + $1.00 postage 


FCC-Novice Element 2 Test $1.00 + 50¢ postage 
$3.00 + $1.50 postage 


correctly?" last time around, that this is not the case and d ' i is li 

: reins ; : eceased father's call sign... a commemorative | had his license suspended or revoked from 

Kowal Pee ronk ct wa Le sles they should rethink their practices." or special event call sign... anything out of | participating from another amateur's station 
vas P a the ordinary which we can not accomodate." or via a telephone or any other kind of lash- 

the position of being a mind reader of what "As far as the Commission doing any- up 


(6.) Certificate of Successful Completion - 

"What is the status of allowing this document ]} (8.) New Personal Radio Service Coming! - 
to be used as evidence of passing a written | "We are also working very hard on the pro- 
amateur radio operator examination element?" | posal of the Personal Radio Steering Group 
I asked. At present, VEC's can not forward | (PRSG) for a new Personal Mobility Radio Ser- 
FCC Form 610 applications to Gettysburg for ]| vice to replace the GMRS." The General Mo- 
license issuance without the most recent up- | bile Radio Service is the old 8-pair "Class A' 
grade license attached. This has caused some | 460-MHz CB service which continues in use to 
VE's and VEC's to either not examine some | this day. 'Class A' CB was the forerunner to 


they thought they read there. It is conceiv- thing, we do not plan to do anything directly 
able though that reference to the phrase "rule | in response to the mistakes that occurred dur- 
of reason" ...could have been interpreted... | ing the Mexican earthquake situation. It was 
'do whatever you think is right'... 'do what- | the 'first time around the track’, ...since the 
ever you think you can get away with' or 'do | new rebroadcast rules were adopted. There 
whatever is reasonable.'" were misunderstandings. They are now better 

informed... if it doesn't happen again ...we 


"If you read all of Paragraph 22, it | are prepared to let it go at that.” 
clearly does not say anything that would per- 
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mit the use of amateur frequencies for pro- "We are. not planning to take any : . . " nm: 

: se : . ; : applicants (since their most recent upgrade 27-MHz CB. UHF-CB "bombed" in the early 
gee Semen eitcs “Dy AuyOnes. media or non- | enforcement action against the amateur sta- ince had not yet arrived) - or to hold the | 50's - primarily because the equipment was 
media. tions that were involved. We are not planning application pending receipt of the license | So expensive. 


to put out any clarifications of what we 
_ "Even the print media were accused of | meant in the rebroadcast proceeding. We are 
setting up communications channels. How | not planning to take the networks or anyone 
could they have thought that anything in | else to task for it having happened. We are 
Paragraph 22 applied to them since the whole | just looking for future adherence to the 
docket was about rebroadcast of amateur | rules." 
radio material. Certainly the print media 


doesn't rebroadeast anything. For them to | W5YI "One final question on newsgathering. 
think somehow that the "rule-of-reason" made | PRB-2 looks toward gaining information on 
amateur radio a ‘free for all’ is a preposter- | how the public feels about legally gathering 
ous interpretation. I don't know where the | news on amateur radio frequencies. Is this a 
notion came from. It could have come from | suggestion of amateur interaction with broad- 


Paragraph 22... but that is simply speculation | casters - or broadcasters taking the frequency 


from the applicant. 


CB was moved to 1l-meters which the 
"A petition by Robert A. Scupp, | amateur really didn't care much about until 
WB5YYX, will be used as the vehicle by | he lost it. The primary inhabitants of 11- 
which the Commission will examine that issue. | meters at the time was diathermy machines 
It is very close to being worked on now. Be | used by doctors to cure all sorts of ailments! 
aware that this involves a completely differ- | It is little wonder that amateurs didn't use 
ent concept. If you go to a system where the | the 1l-meter band! The racket and interfer- 
Certificate of Successful Completion (the so- | ence these contraptions produced was enor- 
called instant-upgrade document) covers every | mous! 
element... a different view of what it is you 
are doing when you take an examination is’ Kowalski said that a new personal radio 
involved. At the present time, it is geared } service is "still a ways off, but you should see 


tT ° 
on my part. and excluding amateur use?" towards getting a license... not passing an | something on that within the next several 
Kowalski "Keep in mind that we are just element. We would have to back off from | weeks. It is by no means dormant." 


W5YI "Will there be some sort of clarifica- | soliciting comments in regard to the sugges- 


: : ; ; that. That is not to say that we would not do cmceme 
tion, Public Notice or new Rules on this | tion of one broadcaster. Essentially the 


Lat e Late Note: Right after my conversation 


forthcoming?" broadeaster looked around and said 'there is a ee eer ; 
i i ; eae : : : with Ray Kowalski, the FCC issued an up- 
powslest "One thing that I look for is an | amateur television equipment that is avail- I also asked that if the new (Honeywell) | dated "International Amateur Radio Arrange- 


effort on the part of the broadcast media to | able... that is far less expensive that profes- 
clarify and get the word out on their own to | sional models... that operates on amateur 
their own people that whatever they did with }| radio frequencies but no one around here uses 
regard to the Mexican earthquake disaster | those frequencies. I wonder if I can use them 
was not what they should ever do again." for my own commercial purposes.!" 


computer installation presently underway in | ments" list detailing countries with which the 
Gettysburg that will allow the FCC in Wash- | U.S. has third party traffic and reciprocal 
ington to be 'on-line' with Gettysburg would | operating arrangements. Japan was added to 
have any bearing on the FCC's decision to | the recipocal list and United Kingdom "special 
allow the certificate to be used as evidence | event stations with call sign prefix GB fol- 
of passing a written examination. lowed by a figure other than 3" was a new 
addition to the third party traffic list. 


licants and VE's. All materials contain all ques- 


THE ANSWERS TO ALL FCC TESTS ARE AVAILABLE! 
The W5YI Report, even though a VEC in all regions 
has been given permission by the FCC to distribute 


license preparation materials as a convenience to 
tions, answers and discussion why answer is right! 


app 


"When _we brought this matter up "It would involve using amateur equip- 
informally with the broadcast media, they | ment and amateur frequencies - not to inter- 


were just as upset as the hams were that it | act with the amateur community - but to let 2 must hte eee that Ca ne @The Alaska DX Association says that 
happened. They said that they would take | this broadcaster in this isolated area use ama- Fil] washington for comparision with their data | they will be trying again to add the Pribilof's 
Steps to get the word out to their members | teur spectrum for broadcast purposes. This is =: OEII base before a license can be issued. It is this | to the DXCC countries list. Addition was 
that indeed no one had said that it is 'open | simply a matter of a broadcaster trying to O ae comparision that screens out individuals that ‘overwhelmingly rejected by the ARRL Awards 
season’ on ham radio frequencies every time |‘accomplish something less expensively on fre- o a 2 “11 should not be issued a ticket Ray said that Committee even though previously approved 
you have an emergency." quencies he is not supposed to be using. We > oy 2 Ihe didn't think this would have any effect on by the League's DX Advisory Committee. The 
eer stating that 4 : aie | Beyhe asking the amateurs what they think of 2 &< | the matter and that he wasn't sure when the | issue was sent directly to the ARRL Directors 

: = am looking for is it. fu we © | new system would be in place. for action bypassing the Awards Committee 
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who ultimately had the last say so. 


@The FCC released a new _ Volunteer 
Examiner Coordinator (VEC) list on October 
24th. The new addition was the elevation to 
national status of: Metroplex-VEC (Box #257, 
Leonia, New Jersey 07605 - Tel: 201-592- 
1579) There are now four national-in-scope 
VEC's (in order of FCC approval: W5YI, 
ARRL, DeVry and Metroplex.) Each is consid-- 
ered to be 13 VEC's - since VEC status is on 
a regional basis. Even though 76 are shown on 
the list, there are really only 25 different 
VEC's. A moratorium still is in effect on the 
addition of new VEC's since there doesn't 
appear to be a shortage of amateur testing 
opportunities or VEC's for VE's to align them- 
selves with. 


@On October 17th, the FCC released a 
Public Notice advising amateurs that effective 
January 1, 1986, only the June 1984 and July 
1985 editions of FCC Form 610 (amateur 
radio application) may be used to obtain an 
Amateur ‘license. Others will be returned to 
the applicant without action, the FCC said. 


eAnother FCC notice advises that the 
"License, Fee Refund Program" is over as of 
October 31, 1985. Amateurs that paid a fee 
to obtain a license between 1970 and 1976, 
were entitled to a partial refund. 


oa cape 


Update: EUROPEAN HAM-IN-SPACE MISSION 


We told you about the European Ham- 
in-Space Mission 61-A in our last issue but 
the lift off date and launch vehicle was a 
typo. October 16th was the date that the 
shuttle "Challenger" was rolled out to Launch 
Pad 39A and not the launch date. 


Liftoff of Spacelab D1 is actually 
scheduled for October 30th at noon, I'm told. 
While there are three European hams on 
board, the crew is actually led by Henry W. 
Hartsfield and four other U.S. astronauts. 
Hopefully, seventy scientific experiments will 
be completed. Challenger is scheduled to land 
at Edwards AFB, California, on November 6th. 


The European hams on board are (West 
Germans) Dr. Reinhard Furrer, DD6CF; Dr. 
Ernst Messerschmid, DG2KM, and (Dutch) Dr. 
Wubbo Oeccels, PEILFO. Mission 61-A is a 
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_dedicated European mission although most of 


-link channel, during the mission! 
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the astronauts on board are American and 
NASA is providing the launch. The European 
amateur community is excited to a fever pitch 
over the launch! Keep your scanner tuned to 
145.575 MHz., the primary two meter down- 
You might 
hear DPG@S(pace)L(ab) calling! 


4 ES 0 EPO 


AMATEUR INTERFERENCE PROTECTION 


The FCC released new rules October 
15th designed to lessen interference to the 
Amateur Radio Service from FCC licensed 
international broadeast stations operating in 
the 40 meter ham band in Region 3 (Pacific). 


The ARRL asked that the FCC recon- 
sider their action allowing short wave broad- 


east stations to operate in the 7100-7300 kHz 


frequency band with certain restrictions. Even 
though the FCC required international broad- 
east stations to direct their signals away from 
North America and operate using reduced 
power during the nighttime hours, the League 
said that this was not sufficient to provide 
appropriate interference protection to the 
Amateur Radio Service. 


The ARRL asked the Commission to 
limit short wave broadeast signal radiation to 
the equivalent of that from a half-wave di- 
pole. The League maintained that this would 
better acomplish the protection intended by 
the FCC and would put international stations 
on notice regarding their obligation to mini- 
mize interference to the amateur service. 


The FCC concurred that additional pro- 
tection can and should be afforded the Ama- 
teur Radio Service in Region 2 and that it 
ean be done without placing undue burden on 
FCC licensed international broadcast stations 
operating in Region 3. 


Effective November 21, 1985, the FCC 
is modifying their second restriction to in- 
clude a maximum forward antenna gain of 
2.15 dBi which is the equivalent gain of a 
half wave dipole antenna in free space over 
an isotropic antenna. Short wave broadcast 
stations will also be required to submit evi- 
dence of compliance with this restriction. 


(Action by Memo. Report & Order, 10/9/85.) 


The WSYI Report appears on 


allaurand unthait lamitatinn._ 


ee yee 


rr. * 


i0 equipmen 


license preparation materials. My age is at least 18 years old. 


distributing amateur rad 


in making, preparing or 


@ate (opuonal) Is also avallaDle lor 


t or 


‘$1.UU. Details and accredi- 


od. 


ation materials will be sent to you within a two week peri 


WSYI REPORT ccc. 


@We got a note from Paul Courson, 
WA3VJB, the ARRL's Public Information Offi- 
eer. He advises that duplicated logger tapes 
of the WQORE "Challenger" space mission 
STS-51F tapes are now available from League 
Headquarters. The tapes are made by orbit 
requested "since many people are interested 
only in the orbit where they heard or worked 
WGORE." Tapes are being sold at near-cost, 
I'm told. QSLs are being issued by the ARRL 
for STS-51F: reception only, 2-way QSO, 
uplinked SSTV and combination contacts. 


@®ROBOT of California, the company that 
arranged the SSTV equipment for the project 
eontinues to use special detection equipment 
techniques to attempt to yield uplink SSTV 
information. These techniques were made 


necessary because of the high number of slow 
sean signals uplinked at the same time. 


@As part of a continuing nationwide en- 


forcement program, engineers from the FCC's 
San Franciseo District Office along with U.S. 


Marshals conducted a search and seized over 
$30,000 of electronic equipment including 
illegal radio frequency amplifiers and modified 
CB radios as well as sales records. The search 
warrant was executed on October 8, 1985, 
against Doe Holiday Communications of Santa 
Clara, California. The FCC bans the manufac- 
turing and marketing of CB linear amplifiers 
and other non-type accepted transmitters. 


eAstronaut/Astronomer Dr. Ron Parise, 
WAASIR, has been selected as a payload spe- 
cialist aboard the March 6, 1986, shuttle Mis- 
sion 61E. AMSAT reports that it will attempt 
to get approval to place a packet radio Term- 


inal Node Controller aboard the ASTRO-1 


shuttle flight. Owen Garriott, W5LFL, is 
scheduled for another flight during the latter 
part of 1986. 


e@The FCC issued another set of instruc- 
tions to Volunteer Examiner Coordinators dur- 
ing September. The Commission emphasized 
that the Certificate of Successful Completion 
issued by VE's is not a license, permit or 
authorization. Instead it merely is evidence or 
proof of the candidate having passed addition- 
al elements. "No VE or VEC may issue any 
license, permit or other such authorization," 
the new section reads.No VEC should have 
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these words on his certificate. All other VEC 


instructions remained the same. 


eWe asked in our October Ist issue if 
anyone knew the call sign of actor/writer/di- 
rector John Huston. The archives of W6AM 
reveal that Huston was "6UK." Jan Perkins, 
N6AW, sent us pages from the Amateur Radio 
Stations of the United States put out by the 
Bureau of Navigation, Department of Com- 
meree on June 30, 1920. 


oap+ ape 


"MICROWAVES & CANCER; NEW EVIDENCE" 


iS the title of an article in the 
October 1985 issue of "Technology Review" 
edited at prestigious MIT. They say that "re- 
cent studies of radar and communications 
workers regularly exposed to high levels of 
EMR (electro-magnetic radiation) have reveal- 
ed evidence of possible radiation induced can- 
eers and brain damage." 


One study of Polish military personnel 
between 1971 and 1980 discovered that sol- 
diers exposed to high, long term doses of 
microwaves and RF radiation were more than 
three times as likely to contract cancer as 
others with little or no exposure. A Swedish 
study links "microwave sickness" (headaches, 
dizziness and vision problems) and central 
nervous system damage. 


A U.S. (Maryland) study shows a 50% 
higher incidence of brain tumors among elec- 
trical workers. A five year experiment at the 
University of Washington on the _ health 
effects of EMR on rats at an exposure 
deemed safe by the ANSI standard developed | 
almost four times as many malignant tumors 
as unexposed control animals. 


The article says that these results are 
inconelusive and better research is needed in 
the field, but "...few experts are prepared to 
discount the studies completely." 


Meanwhile, the FCC has_ postponed 
implementation of the new ANSI (American 
National Standards Institute) radiation expo- 
sure guideline until January 1, 1986. The new 
RF limitation standard will apply to radio and 
television broadeast stations and transmitting 
satellite earth stations. 
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who ultimately had the last say so. 


@The FCC released a new _ Volunteer 
Examiner Coordinator (VEC) list on October 
24th. The new addition was the elevation to 
national status of: Metroplex-VEC (Box #257, 
Leonia, New Jersey 07605 - Tel: 201-592- 
1579) There are now four national-in-scope 
VEC's (in order of FCC approval: WO5YI, 
ARRL, DeVry and Metroplex.) Each is consid- 
ered to be 13 VEC's - since VEC status is on 
a regional basis. Even though 76 are shown on 
the list, there are really only 25 different 
VEC's. A moratorium still is in effect on the 
addition of new VEC's since there doesn't 
appear to be a shortage of amateur testing 
opportunities or VEC's for VE's to align them- 
selves with. 


eOn October 17th, the FCC released a 
Public Notice advising amateurs that effective 
January 1, 1986, only the June 1984 and July 
1985 editions of FCC Form 610 (amateur 
radio application) may be used to obtain an 
Amateur license. Others will be returned to 
the applicant without action, the FCC said. 


eAnother FCC notice advises that the 
"License, Fee Refund Program" is over as of 
October 31, 1985. Amateurs that paid a fee 
to obtain a license between 1970 and 1976, 
were entitled to a partial refund. 
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Update: EUROPEAN HAM-IN-SPACE MISSION 


We told you about the European Ham- 


in-Space Mission 61-A in our last issue but 
the lift off date and launch vehicle was a 


typo. October 16th was the date that the 
shuttle "Challenger" was rolled out to Launch 
Pad 39A and not the launch date. 


Liftoff of Spacelab D1 is actually 
scheduled for October 30th at noon, I'm told. 
While there are three European hams on 
board, the crew is actually led by Henry W. 
Hartsfield and four other U.S. astronauts. 
Hopefully, seventy scientific experiments will 
be completed. Challenger is scheduled to land 
at Edwards AFB, California, on November 6th. 


The European hams on board are (West 
Germans) Dr. Reinhard Furrer, DD6CF; Dr. 
Ernst Messerschmid, DG2KM, and (Dutch) Dr. 
Wubbo Occels, PEILFO. Mission 61-A is a 


_dediecated European mission although most of 


the astronauts on board are American and 
NASA is providing the launch. The European 
amateur community is excited to a fever pitch 
over the launeh! Keep your scanner tuned to 
145.575 MHz., the primary two meter down- 


-link channel, during the mission! You might 


hear DP§S(pace)L(ab) calling! 
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AMATEUR INTERFERENCE PROTECTION 


The FCC released new rules October 
15th designed to lessen interference to the 
Amateur Radio Service from FCC licensed 
international broadcast stations operating in 
the 40 meter ham band in Region 3 (Pacific). 


The ARRL asked that the FCC recon- 
sider their action allowing short wave broad- 


east stations to operate in the 7100-7300 kHz 


frequency band with certain restrictions. Even 
though the FCC required international broad- 
east stations to direct their signals away from 
North America and operate using reduced 
power during the nighttime hours, the League 
said that this was not sufficient to provide 
appropriate interference protection to the 
Amateur Radio Service. 


The ARRL asked the Commission to 
limit short wave broadeast signal radiation to 
the equivalent of that from a half-wave di- 
pole. The League maintained that this would 
better acomplish the protection intended by 
the FCC and would put international stations 
on notice regarding their obligation to mini- 
mize interference to the amateur service. 


The FCC concurred that additional pro- 
tection ean and should be afforded the Ama- 
teur Radio Service in Region 2 and that it 
ean be done without placing undue burden on 
FCC licensed international broadcast stations 
operating in Region 3. 


Effective November 21, 1985, the FCC 
is modifying their second restriction to in- 
clude a maximum forward antenna gain of 
2.15 dBi which is the equivalent gain of a 
half wave dipole antenna in free space over 
an isotropic antenna. Short wave broadcast 
stations will also be required to submit evi- 
dence of compliance with this restriction. 


(Action by Memo. Report & Order, 10/9/85.) 
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messages and phone calls can be and are mon- 
itored on amateur, GMRS, cellular and other 
services, the proponents of these bills refuse 
to accept that this is a common everyday 
occurence... that this is a legitimate hobby 
interest. They think that anyone who monitors 
private conversations or ongoing traffic is 


We do not get any in- 


The WSYI Report appears on 


We suggest you alert your Congressman 
to HR-3378 and S-1667 and register your 
The technology exists to make 
Don't think that 
It will not be 


radio transmissions secure. 
these bills can't be approved! 
the first time that legislation is passed to 
prevent monitoring of the radio spectrum! 
new law exists now that precludes backyard 
dish owners from monitoring satellites if the 
programmer wants to market his programs re- 


gardless of whether or not the _ signal is 
scrambled. The precedent has been set. 


MEXICAN TEMPORARY AMATEUR PERMITS 


OTE FROM "THE W5YI REPORT?" 


QU 


Documentary evidence exists that indi- 
eates that Mexico is approving temporary 
amateur radio licenses to American amateurs. 


N5HQN and XE2BSG 
Mexico) reports that the 
engineer-in-charge of Permits and Concessions 
of the Secretariat of Communications and 
Transport in Chihuahua confirmed that he has 
| been authorized to give a temporary Mexican 
eall sign from among those destined for Chi- 
huahua State to U.S. visitors to Mexico. 


(Chihuahua City, 


come from this and would appreciate it if you would publish our small classified 
ad (see margin between pages 4 & 7) on license preparation materials. Thanks! 


This is, of course, allowed without limitation. 
many computer bulletin boards and in club newsletters. 


DO YOU EXCERPT 


Previously an American amateur had to 
immigration status to 
This has now been extended to in- 
elude visitors and tourists. 
must present his FCC license to Mexican offi- 
cials to obtain the call sign. 


prove his permanent 


The U.S. amateur 


Petroff did not know which Mexican 
elass would be given, but believed "it would 
be Class II which is 250 watts average... 
100 watts for FM..." 
exist with Mexico and this "is an independent 
action on the part of Mexico." 
porary permit is of the same duration as the 
U.S. amateur's stay in Mexico as stated on 
the visa presented. It is not known if this new 
action is Mexico City earthquake related. 


Reciprosity does not 
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FCC ON BROADCAST USE OF HAM RADI 


I telephoned Ray Kowalski, Chief of the 
FCC's (Washington, DC) Special Services 
Division last week. Kowalski has overall 
responsibility for amateur radio rulemaking. 


W5yYlI "What is the FCC view of the 
recent use of amateur radio by the broad- 
easter during the recent Mexican earthquake 
crisis?" 

Kowalski "What you are talking about, of 
course, is the frequencies used by the media 
as reported by yourself and others who heard 
it. We do not have any monitoring of that 
conduct. That is not to say that we do not 
believe that it did not take place. We can go 
on the complaints that we have received...." 


W5YI "Were there many complaints?" 
Kowalski "Yes, there were. There were 


enough complaints for us to believe that in- 


deed the media was using amateur radio fre- 
quencies for various things. The substance of 
the complaints was that the media... not only 
the broadeast but print media as well.... were 
using amateur radio. ...not so much for broad- 
casting reports, but for coordinating produc- 
tion activities and the like." 


"’ ean tell you that the Commission 
believes the conduct occurred and should not 
have occurred. It was not permitted by any- 


thing in the FCC rules... especially the Com- 


mission's recent rebroadeast docket. There 
was nothing in that docket that would have 
permitted the kind of use that was complained 
about." = 


"We have been in touch with the broad- 
cast media because some of the complaints 
said that it stems from the Special Report by 
the Radio and Television News Directors 
Association. (RTNDA) However, reading over 
that report, it is my opinion that the report is 
actually a reasonably accurate description of 
what the Commission did do in the rebroad- 
cast docket and in no way invited the whole- 
sale misconduct reported." 


"We are not in agreement that the 
broadeast media set about to take over and 
use amateur radio frequencies. It appears 
that there was a goodly amount of 


CTIA is pushing this bill because the 
cellular industry is very, very concerned 
about the privacy issue. They are also con- 
eerned about their pocketbooks! Almost all 
cellular phone calls are in the open. They can 
be received on seanners and radio receivers. 
Cellular phone calls are even being received 
on video cassette recorders with tuners that 
cover the appropriate frequencies and older 
model TV sets that have variable tuning. This 
is because the bands that cellular telephones 
operate in used to be UHF-TV channels 70 
through 83. 


The cellular industry is freaking out 
about this! The technology is now in 80 cities 
and growing fast. It is extrememly expensive 
to get into the cellular business and it is, at 
present, far from profitable. The start up cost 
is in the millions of dollars! 


The cellular industry is very frightened 
that the word will get out that you can hear 
cellular calls because they are radio and that 
the public will not want cellular car phones. 
While scrambling is an alternative, cellular 
providers would prefer to change the law to 
make it illegal to receive cellular calls so 
that they can show that the calls are indeed 
private. The same people are behind this bill 
that were behind the California/Rosenthal 
version. The president of PacTel Mobile Com- 
panies is a director of CTIA. Thanks mostly 
to amateur radio operators, the California bill 
was greatly watered down. 


CTIA does not want to sustain another 
defeat in Congress as they did in California. 
This bill will make it illegal to pick up any 
radio communication that does not fall within 
the above listed excepted categories. 


There are a lot of questions that are 
being raised by the bill. Even Air Force One 
is not scrambled and readily accessible to the 
public. Will it become illegal to own a scan- 
ner or listen to certain short wave radio 
other than broadcast? What about beacon sta- 
tions... press stations... military communica- 
tions, ete. Short wave listening is a legitimate 
hobby... or it least it was. 


How will this be enforced? There is 
general agreement that manufacturers can not 
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be prevented from making general coverage 
receivers. It will be illegal to use them, how- 
ever. It is very apparent that the bills spon- 
sors and their associations know _less_than 


zero about radio... and human nature. 


The problem for amateur radio opera- 
tors is that there is a new amateur band, 902- 
928 MHz that is adjacent to cellular frequen- 
cies. You mustn't stray from your authorized 
band! 


Furthermore, the bill's proponents want 
to make listening to amateur autopatch tele- 


phone calls illegal unless you are one of the 


participants. Can you believe that! Amateurs 
will be required to turn their radio off if an 
autopatch conversation is ongoing! 


Completely unenforceable we say, but 
the bills sponsors maintain that law abiding 
citizens will do just that... turn their radio 
off! The Committee hearing the bill is sug- 
gesting that the FCC set aside subbands for 
amateur autopatehes! "The only legal reason 
for an amateur to be tuned to the subband 
would be if you were making an autopatch 
eall," they say. 


CTIA WANTS SCANNERS MODIFIED.... 


Philip J. Quigley, President of PacTel 
Mobile Companies (a cellular provider) and 
CTIA official: "Even if HR-3378 is enacted, 
there will still be some people who will flout 
the law and intentionally listen in to private 
conversations transmitted by the radio spec- 
trum. Today these people can use scanning 
receivers popularly known as scanners to 
eavesdrop on cellular conversations because 
seanners are engineered to receive not only 
eommunications readily available to the public 
such as police and fire communications, but 
also communications of the frequency bands 
reserved for cellular. There is no reason why 
seanning equipment should be designed to re- 
ceive frequencies that have been reserved for 
private communications. CTIA believes that 
an appropriate technical modification in the 
FCC's rules governing scanners is a necessary 
adjunet to the privacy legislation." 


Even though there are millions of scan- 
ners in the hands of the public and many 
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I do not own a significant 


"l am a currently licensed Extra Class amateur radio operator and 
I have never had my station or 


wish to be a volunteer examiner. 
interest in nor am an employee of any company or entity engage 


in making, preparing or distributing amateur radio equipment or 


license preparation materials. My age is at least 18 years old. 


operator license revoked or suspended. 


"The W5YI Report" Program? If so, please send a copy 


NTEER EXAMINER? 
of your Extra Class license, this signed statement, and a SASE 


Dallas, Texas 75207. A certif- 


eate (optional) is also available for $1.00. Details and accredi- 


under 
ation materials will be sent to you within a two week period. 


WOULD YOU LIKE TO BECOME A VOLU 


to: W5YI-VEC; P.O. Box #10101 


@We got a note from Paul Courson, 
WA3VJB, the ARRL's Public Information Offi- 
eer. He advises that duplicated logger tapes 
of the WQORE "Challenger" space mission 
STS-51F tapes are now available from League 
Headquarters. The tapes are made by orbit 
requested "since many people are interested 
only in the orbit where they heard or worked 
WGORE." Tapes are being sold at near-cost, 
I'm told. QSLs are being issued by the ARRL 
for STS-51F: reception only, 2-way QSO, 
uplinked SSTV and combination contacts. 


@ROBOT of California, the company that 
arranged the SSTV equipment for the project 
continues to use special detection equipment 
techniques to attempt to yield uplink SSTV 
information. These techniques were made 
necessary because of the high number of slow 
sean signals uplinked at the same time. 


@As part of a continuing nationwide en- 


forcement program, engineers from the FCC's 
San Francisco District Office along with U.S. 


Marshals conducted a search and seized over 
$30,000 of electronic equipment including 
illegal radio frequency amplifiers and modified 
CB radios as well as sales records. The search 
warrant was executed on October 8, 1985, 
against Doe Holiday Communications of Santa 
Clara, California. The FCC bans the manufac- 
turing and marketing of CB linear amplifiers 
and other non-type accepted transmitters. 


eAstronaut/Astronomer Dr. Ron _ Parise, 
WAASIR, has been selected as a payload spe- 
cialist aboard the March 6, 1986, shuttle Mis- 
sion 61E. AMSAT reports that it will attempt 
to get approval to place a packet radio Term- 
inal Node Controller aboard the ASTRO-1 
shuttle flight. Owen Garriott, W5LFL, is 
scheduled for another flight during the latter 
part of 1986. 


eThe FCC issued another set of instruc- 
tions to Volunteer Examiner Coordinators dur- 
ing September. The Commission emphasized 
that the Certificate of Successful Completion 
issued by VE's is not a license, permit or 
authorization. Instead it merely is evidence or 
proof of the candidate having passed addition- 
'al elements. "No VE or VEC may issue any 
license, permit or other such authorization," 
the new section reads.No VEC should have 
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these words on his certificate. All other VEC 
instructions remained the same. 


eWe asked in our October Ist issue if 
anyone knew the call sign of actor/writer/di- 
rector John Huston. The archives of W6AM 
reveal that Huston was "6UK." Jan Perkins, 
N6AW, sent us pages from the Amateur Radio 
Stations of the United States put out by the 
Bureau of Navigation, Department of Com- 
merece on June 30, 1920. 


+ GE Gpe 


"MICROWAVES & CANCER: NEW_EVIDENCE" 


iS the title of an article in the 
October 1985 issue of "Technology Review" 
edited at prestigious MIT. They say that "re- 
eent studies of radar and communications 
workers regularly exposed to high levels of 
EMR (electro-magnetic radiation) have reveal- 
ed evidence of possible radiation induced can- 
cers and brain damage." 


One study of Polish military personnel 
between 1971 and 1980 discovered that sol- 
diers exposed to high, long term doses of 
microwaves and RF radiation were more than 
three times as likely to contract cancer as 
others with little or no exposure. A Swedish 
study links "microwave sickness" (headaches, 
dizziness and vision problems) and central 
nervous system damage. 


A U.S. (Maryland) study shows a 50% 
higher incidence of brain tumors among elec- 
trical workers. A five year experiment at the 
University of Washington on the health 
effects of EMR on rats at an exposure 
deemed safe by the ANSI standard developed . 
almost four times as many malignant tumors 
as unexposed control animals. 


The article says that these results are 
ineonelusive and better research is needed in 
the field, but "...few experts are prepared to 
discount the studies completely." 


Meanwhile, the FCC has_ postponed 
implementation of the new ANSI (American 
National Standards Institute) radiation expo- 
sure guideline until January 1, 1986. The new 
RF limitation standard will apply to radio and 
television broadeast stations and transmitting 
satellite earth stations. 
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eA 18 year old Florida youth, Clark 
Barrow, KI4UT, is this years recipient of the 
$5,000 Goldwater Scholarship. Barrow lives in 
Cocoa, Florida, and plans to use the award to 
help pay for his electrical engineering studies 
at Auburn University in Georgia. Clark works 
at NASA/Kennedy Space Center in a job he 
won as a prize in an earlier science contest! 
He plans a career in satellite communications 
R&D. 


®The "Metroplex Network" is now on the 
air with its satellite broadeast news service 
specially designed for transmission on amateur 
repeaters and remote bases. Presented is an 
up-to-the-minute national news program and a 
national Amateur Radio swap-and-shop pro- 
gram every week as well as all four North 
American Teleconference Radio Nets each 
year. Affiliated stations downlink the pro- 
grams from a commercial satellite trans- 
ponder for a very low annual fee. Contact is 
Alex Magoesi, WB2MGB, Tel: (1-201-592-7614) 


ap oaDpe 


PIRATE RADIO BROADCASTING GROWS! 
The number of clandestine short wave 
broadeast stations is expanding of late. The 
stations seem to operate primarily in the 
7400-7500 kHz "pirate radio band." Radio 
Clandestine, Radio Woodland International, 
Radio Kristal, Underground 90, Radio Laryn- 
gitis, KPFR “Midwestern Free Radio", Pig 
Boy Radio, KOLD, KRZY, Radio Sound Wave, 
Radio North Coast International, Tangerine 


Radio, Zeppelin Radio Worldwide... and many 


more are all there! 


"K PF-941" apparently operates on 1622 
kHz from Yonkers, NY, on a_ frequency 
assigned as a studio production frequency for 
a Presque Isle, Maine, broadcaster. A New 
York Congressman is even trying to get the 
| "pirate" certified as a legal station! Another 
clandestine broadcast station (WIIT) operates 
mobile to avoid the FCC. 


"Clandestine Confidential" (Dexter, 
RR4-Box 110, Lake Geneva, WI 53147) has a 
station list available for $3.00. The "Short 
Wave Press Service" (Weender Str. 30; D-3400 
Gottingen, West Germany) has a pirate station 
list available for 3 IRC for a single issue - 12 
issues: 30 IRCs. 


ALABAMA 20-KHZ BAND PLAN.... 


Apparently all is not going well in the 
Alabama switch to the 2-meter 20-kHz band 
plan. Neighboring states have retained the 
15-Khz plan and recent temperature inversion 
openings locked up repeaters in surrounding 
Tennessee, Georgia, Florida and Mississippi. 
Their repeaters were offset 5 kHz by Alabama 
machines. One repeater in Tennessee report- 
edly burned up when its timer failed. 


The Alabama Repeater Council is in the 
process of sponsoring and building an experi- 
mental narrow band ACSB (amplitude compan- 
dered side band) repeater. This will be 'sand- 
wiched' in between existing 20-kHz channels. 
A fund has been set up to raise $3,000 to pay 
for it. They eall it a "technological first.” It 
is expected to be operational by the second 
quarter of next year. The Council feels that 
ultimately more repeaters will be accomo- 
dated by the 20-kHz plan since they can 
alternate FM and ACSB channels. 


Meanwhile, some Alabama repeaters are 
considering changing back to the original 15 
kHz spacing. In any event, factions opposing 
the 20-kHz plan have formed a group called 
the Alabama Committee for Sane Bandplann- 


ing (ACSB; 413 37th Avenue NE; Birmingham, 


AL 35215) and have retained a lawyer. 


Some repeater owners feel that the 
present 20 kHz plan was forced on them with- 
out their knowledge or consent and that they 
were never allowed to vote on the issue. 
ACSB believes that any change should be on a 
regional and not a state basis. I was told that 
the present 20 kHz bandplan "is making re- 
peater owners and users into lawbreakers, 
since Alabama machines are causing interfer- 
ence to systems in surrounding states." 


I spoke to the President of the Alabama 
Repeater Council last week, Tom Ingram, 
K40OOV. He told me that there were some in- 
terference complaints but that the Council 
was working to resolve them. He further said 
that 95% of the repeater owners in Alabama 
are happy with the 20 kHz band plan. Ingram 
said that any repeater that reverted back to 
its 15 kHz spacing would be considered unco- 
ordinated. 


